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Paper Assignment: Due Date- 05/04/2020

== Write a 3 to 5 page paper on a psychological topic of your choice ( you cannot use
the same topic you chose for your group presentation. It could be an extension of your
topic that you presented on). The topic should be in the form of a real question about a
psychological issue that you raise. Include a short paragraph at the end of the paper
assessing how effectively or completely the psychological literature provided the basis
for answering the question your paper was trying to answer. In addition, describe other
sources that might be useful in achieving a more definitive answer. Alternatively, you
can briefly outline a study that could help provide a more definitive answer to your

question. You will have the chance to receive guidance on the rough draft of your

12

paper to help you wri're1 a strong and effectively communicative one.
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paper to help you write a strong and effectively communicative one.

The purpose of this paper is to allow you to pursue in some depth a topic you
are interested in. In addition, it is to help you have the experience of putting
tfogether information and ideas and communicating them to an audience
through writing.

The target audience is your classmates; intelligent people who have studied some
psychology but probably know relatively little about your specific topic.

Selecting a topic- You are asked to pick something for which there is some published
work in the psychological literature that addresses the question you raise. Looking
through your textbook is an excellent way to find topics. There are also many other
books in the library that reference the published literature in psychology and can serve
the same purpose. A good test of your proposed topic is whether you are able to find
references to published research (not simply opinion or web pieces) in psychological
journal articles on your topic. One way to start this search is to find a reference in your
textbook that is relevant to the topic you have chosen. Another is to do a subject
search in the PsycINFO data base, progressively narrowing it until you get relevant
references. If you have difficulty finding a topic after making an effort to do so, an
instructor or TA can help. Your topic should meet the following minimum criteria:

1. Bein the form of a question you would be interested in finding an answer to.
2. Been the subject of some serious psychological investigation.

3. Well focused and specific enough so that you are not writing at too general a
level about too big a topic.

Some sample topics:
-What is the best freatment for an individual diagnosed with factitious disorder2
-Does day care produce lasting psychological effects?
-Are medical interventions more effective than psychological ones for
depression?2
-What type of psychotherapy modality is "best" in freating anxiety?2
- Does video gaming increase an individual to become more violence?

The paper should be a “relaxed" version of APA.. Include a fitle page and a reference
page. These do not count for the page requirement. Please double-spaced, normal
margins and fonts.
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Paper Evaluation Rubric

Criteria Superior (54-60 Sufficient (48-53 Minimal (1-47 Unacceptable
points) points) points) (0 points)
Depth of Response Response Response Response
Reflection demonstrates anin- demonstrates a demonstrates a demonstrates a
depth reflection on, general reflection on, minimal reflection | lack of reflection
(25% of TTL and persondlization of, | and personalization of, | on, and on, or
Points) the theories, concepts, | the theories, concepts, | personalization personalization of,
and/or strategies and/or strategies of, the theories, the theories,
__ /N5 presented in the presented in the course | concepts, and/or | concepts, and/or
course materials o materials to date. strategies strategies
date. Viewpoints and Viewpoints and presented in the presented in the
interpretations are interpretations are course materials course materials to
insightful and well supported. to date. date. Viewpoints
supported. Clear, Appropriate examples Viewpoints and and interpretations
detailed examples are | are provided, as interpretations are missing,
provided, as applicable. are unsupported inappropriate,
applicable. or supported with | and/or
flawed unsupported.
arguments. Examples, when
Examples, when applicable, are
applicable, are not provided.
not provided or
are irelevant to
the assignment.
Required Response includes all Response includes all Response is Response excludes
Components | components and components and missing some essential
meets or exceeds all meets all requirements | components components
(25% of TTL requirements indicated in the and/or does not | and/or does not
Points) indicated in the instructions. Each fully meet the address the
instructions. Each question or part of the requirements requirements
__ /15 question or part of the | assignment is indicated in the indicated in the

assignment is
addressed thoroughly.
All attachments
and/or additional
documents are
included, as required.

addressed. All
attachments and/or
additional documents
are included, as
required.

instructions. Some
questions or parts
of the assignment
are not
addressed. Some
attachments and
additional
documents, if
required, are
missing or
unsuitable for the
purpose of the
assignment.

instructions. Many
parts of the
assignment are
addressed
minimally,
inadequately,
and/or not at all.
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Structure

(25% of TTL
Points)

_Ns

Writing is clear,
concise, and well
organized with
excellent
sentence/paragraph
construction. Thoughts
are expressed in a
coherent and logical
manner. There are no
more than three
spelling, grammar, or

Writing is mostly clear,
concise, and well
organized with good
sentence/paragraph
construction. Thoughts
are expressedin a
coherent and logical
manner. There are no

more than five spelling,

grammair, or syntax
errors per page of

Writing is unclear
and/or
disorganized.
Thoughts are not
expressedin a
logical manner.
There are more

than five spelling,

grammar, or
synfax errors per

Writing is unclear
and disorganized.
Thoughts ramble
and make little
sense. There are
numerous spelling,
grammar, or
syntax errors
throughout the
response.
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syntax errors per page
of writing.

writing.

page of writing.

Evidence
and Practice

(25% of TTL
Points)

__ N5

Response shows strong
evidence of synthesis
of ideas presented
and insights gained
throughout the entire
course. The
implications of these
insights for the
respondent's overall
teaching practice are
thoroughly detailed,
as applicable.

Response shows
evidence of synthesis
of ideas presented and
insights gained
throughout the entire
course. The
implications of these
insights for the
respondent's overall
teaching practice are
presented, as
applicable.

Response shows
little evidence of
synthesis of ideas
presented and
insights gained
throughout the
entire course.
Few implications
of these insights
for the
respondent's
overall teaching
practice are
presented, as
applicable.

Response shows
no evidence of
synthesis of ideas
presented and
insights gained
throughout the
entire course. No
implications for the
respondent's
overall teaching
practice are
presented, as
applicable.





